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June 2011 
Hello Everyone, 

I look forward to afternoon and evening thunderstorms this time of year because the tree frogs and toads 
converge on Lori's decorative pond to breed. The noise emanating from the pond is almost deafening at 
times. In the past we have had a couple of large red belly water snakes living in and around the flower 
beds that will move into the pond to capitalize on the frog and toad orgies. But this year there seems to be 
an over abundance of these snakes and they are making a noticeable dent in the frog and toad population. 
I have decided that it is time to intervene and have started a water snake relocation program, whereby I 
visit the little pond each night, with flashlight in hand, remove the snakes, and release them in the creek 
at the far comer of our property. I am sure that they \\j.ll eventually find their way back to the pond, but 
maybe this relocation effort will relieve some of the pressure on the frogs and toads. While I'm on the 
subject of thunderstorms, as the storms move into the area, each time there is a clap of thunder, I hear 
wild turkeys vocalizing down by the creek. Life in the country is always entertaining! 

May was a busy month for SCAN with the President's Special on the 14th and our r~gular trip on the 25th. 
I talked a little about the President's Special held at my place in northern Richland County, but when I 
looked at the flora and fauna list that is attached to this newsletter, I was really surprised by the great list 
that SCAN compiled! Granted, I am familiar with the plant and animal species found here, but like I 
pointed out before, I have never put together a formal list. And when I saw the impressive SCAN list, I 
was impressed when I saw it all in black and white. I appreciate the list and promise to keep it updated as 
I fmd new species with the changing of the seasons. 

Our trip last month to I'ON Swamp, the Sewee Visitor and Environmental Educational Center, and the 
Sewee Shell Mounds was a good trip. After trip leader Wayne Grooms gave us a brief history of the 
efforts to develop rice fields in the area, we took a stroll along the dikes that once formed the rice fields. 
Unlike Wayne's scouting trip to the site, the mosquitoes were out in force in May! The trail along the 
dikes provide a good vantage point for viewing the wooded swamp and bottomland hardwood forest 
habitats. There was lots of bird activity and we saw two of my favorite reptiles, the eastern kingsnake and 
alligators. We regrouped at the Sewee Center for lunch and some folks walked part of the trails there to 
view the red wolves. Later we drove to the Sewee Shell Mounds and hiked the short trails there. Much of 
the trail leading to the mounds is through former agricultural fields that are now young forest land, but 
the vegetation at the clam and oyster mounds are relatively undisturbed. Pottery shards could be seen 

mixed with the shells at the clam mound providing evidence of early human activity here. The trails 
around the mounds afforded a great view of the salt mash habitat as well. Notable plants observed at the 
shell mounds include rough-leaved dogwood and tough bumelia. Thanks Wayne for hosting the trip. 

See you all at Pacolet River Heritage Preserve on the 25th of this month! 

Gordon 



Pacolet River Heritage Preserve 
Spartanburg County, June 25, 2011, I 0:30AM 

The Pacolet River Heritage Preserve is located along the Pacolet River in Spartanburg County, South Carolina. 
This 257-acre preserve protects two of the 16 Native American soapstone quarries in the vicinity that are listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. These quarry sites were used by Native Americans some 3000 to 
5000 years ago to manufacture spear weights, bowls of various sizes, and other objects. The preserve also has 
river frontage and is covered in mixed hardwood and pine forest. 

Two uncommon plant species, a moss and a leafy liverwort, are also protected within the preserve. Less rare, 
but no less interesting are the pine/hardwoods along the Pacolet River. In summer, the forest shelters wood 
thrushes, red-eyed vireos, eastern wood pewees, and yellow-billed cuckoos, along with more commonly seen 
songbirds. Reptiles and amphibians love the woods, too. Look for harmless black rat snakes and eastern 
kingsnakes, as well as gray treefrogs, toads and other amphibians. 

From I-26, take Exit 22 (Hwy 296, John White), towards Spartanburg. In a couple of blocks, turn right onto 
Hwy 295 and follow it all the way until it dead ends at US 176. Take a left on US 176 and then immediately 
take the first right (W. Main Street). From Main Street, the first road on the left is Goldmine Road, take it and 
follow the map to the preserve. 

Latitude 34.92972, Longitude -81.77972 
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